Serum CA 125, CA 15.3 and CA 19.9 levels and surgical findings in patients undergoing second look operations for ovarian carcinomas.
Sera from 52 ovarian cancer patients undergoing chemotherapy and second look operation were studied. CA 125, CA 15.3 and CA 19.9 assays were performed during chemotherapy and prior to relaparotomy. Twenty-six patients (50%) had no evidence of disease whereas 2 (3.8%) and 24 (46.1%) had microscopic and macroscopic disease. In general although the predictive value of an elevated CA 125 or CA 15.3 level is excellent, a normal value (less than 35 U/ml) has limited significance. Moreover, we found no improvement in negative predictive and positive predictive value by adding the determination of CA 19.9.